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The proceedings of 
the UK Parliament 

have been recorded in 
some form since the 

1270s 



Much of the Parliamentary 
Record now available digitally 

•  Hansard 
•  Journals, debates on British History Online 
•  Reports, some bills on House of 

Commons Parliamentary Papers 
•  Division lists (unpublished) 



hansard.millbanksystems.com 

Record of debates in both 
Houses, 1803-2005 (and 
beyond on Parliament.uk) 



British-history.ac.uk 

Journals of both 
Houses in the 
seventeenth and 
eighteenth 
centuries; some 
pre-Hansard 
debates; The 
Parliament Rolls of 
Medieval England 



Reports, Bills, from 1688-2010; Journals of the 
C18th 



Division lists, 1836-1910 (Not yet published) 



Records of the Parliament of Scotland 





Using digitised parliamentary data 

•  They work for you pioneers in use of Parliamentary data 
•  Political scientists have been using data, though issues: 

•  Are they finding anything we didn’t already know? 
•  Do they adequately take into account fuzzy things like 

context? 
•  But historians of politics in Britain haven’t used it except as they 

did anyway. 
•  Social, cultural historians much more creative: success of Old 

Bailey Online 
•  Some use of tools such as N-gram viewer developing for 

political historians, but in a relatively unsophisticated way. 









Bringing together the parliamentary record 

•  Parliamentary proceedings need to be 
reconstructed from many sources: 
– Hansard, and its predecessors 
– Journals 
– Reports 
– Bills and Acts 
– Division lists 

•  How to bring these materials together? 



Hansard text  



Select Committee 
Report 





Bill 



House of Commons Journals 



Structured material 

•  Routine phrases, headings 
•  Plenty of overlap between documents 
•  How much can this help us to bring it all 

together? 











Obstacles to bringing together the 
parliamentary record: 

•  Size 
•  Consistency 

–  Though largely consistent from c. 1850/1880, change over 
time 

•  Complexity and obscurity 
–   Not always simple to relate what is going on in the chamber 

to broad historical understanding 
•  Names 

–  Changing names/titles: how to know this is the same person? How 
much effort to put into disambiguation 

•  Party 
–  Fluidity of Party labels in the nineteenth century 



Sir James Craig 

Referred to as: 
! Lieut. Col. James 
Craig 
! Capt. Craig 
! Col. Craig 
! Sir James Craig 
! Viscount Craigavon 

UK Parliament 1906-21 
! MP for Down East 
1906-18 
! MP for Down Mid 
1918-21 

Stormont Parliament 
1921-40 
! MP for County Down 
1921-29 
! MP for North Down 
1929-1940 

1441 contributions to 
debates 

Prime Minister of 
Northern 
Ireland from 1921-40 

Treasurer of the Royal Household 1916 - 
1918 
Parliamentary Secretary 1919 - 1920 
Parliamentary Secretary 1920 - 1921 

1163 contributions to 
debates? 



LIPARM LIPARM 
project 



Next moves 

•  Digging into Data Challenge 
– Netherlands, Canada, UK 

•  ? 


